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TRUTH'S PRINCIPLES: 


OR, 


T hoſe thin;s about Doftrine and Worſhip, which are 
moſt ſure!y believed and received amongit the 


People of God, called QUAKERS. 


Any are the Reports that are abroad concern- 
M ing this People, not only as to their Practices 
and Deportments, bur alſo as to their Do- 

dArines and Beliefs, The former,time having 

in a-great meaſure reſolved and worn out, as being the 
refuge of lyes for the ignorant and unrighteous to fly un- 
to; but that ſtormy and wintry appearance is well nigh 
over and gone, becauſe the Sun is ſo far riſen, and the 
true Light ſo ſhineth, that moſt begin to ſee, that thoſe 
reports were butlyes and ſcandals, raiſed as Fig-leaves 
to cover the nakedneſs of other Protefſions,: that be- 
= ſo manifeſtly to» appear;- through the Light that 
ned in theſe Peoples Leverrand: Converſations. - But 
though the firſt be gone; yer the latter ſtill ſticks with * 
many, as not:knowing what they hold,- as to Doftrine, 
lome ſaying they deny the Scripture, and'the Reſurretttom 
of the body, and all Ordinances, with the Man Chnti?, and 
bus Death and Sufferings, and imputation of his Reghreosf* 
neſs, and faith in his Blood, &c, Wheretorc, tor the ſa- 
tisfation:of all that would willingly be reſolved, and 
know the Truth as zt zx in Feſws,-'t have written: this 
ſhort Account. of their Faith and Belitf 5 and ifit were 
- A 2 poſſible 
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poſſible to top the mouth of clamorous tongues, be- 
tore Sentence be given againſt them by ſome ſignal 
ftroke of the Lord from Heaven, which he will n- 
doubtedly in his appointed time reveal and make mani- 
feſt, to the trembling of all hearts concerned cherein, 
and tingling of all eas that ſhall hear thereof, when ir 
ſhall be ſaid to them, The holy ſhall he holy ſtill ; and he 
that 2s filthy, let him be filthy ſtill, Rev, 22, 11, 


We believe, that the God of all Grace, hath given 
a meaſure of Grace, or ſome manifeſtation of bis Spirit 
and Light thereof unto all-men, according unto theſe 
Scriptures 3 John 1.9. Tit, 2.11, 1 Cor.12.7, Nehtm.g. 
20, and experiences of all men, who ( at ſome time or 
other do feel ſomething in their Hearts. and Conſcientes, 
that doth luſt againſt the fleſh, and the fleſh againſt it, 
and that theſe two are contrary. the.one to the other, one 
laſting after evil, which is evil , and the other- after 
good, which is ; the one carnal, the other ſpi- 
ritual ;- the one from the Earth, the other from Heaven, 
Gal.5.16, 197” 9 30 £, x 

'We believe, By this Gift, Grace and Inſpiration of 
_ the Almighty, man only can come to know the true God 
truly ; What he is,,arid how he works in the Hearts and 
Conſciences of People; to them and make 
them bear his Image, according unto r Cor. 1, 19, 20, 
21, Lyke 10. 21, ard 2xperiences of all that ever were 
regenerate and born agazn. 

we pat: ach all we Errors: and ——_—_— 
God, and the thin ing to his Kingdom, 
and aroſe from yy. _ from this Gift of God 
into their own Fnaginaztions ; whereby, though they 
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thought themſehurs wiſe, yetthey becime fools and erred, 
their fooliſh hearts being darkned, according to Rom. 1. 
notknowing the Scriptures nor the Power of God, as it is 
written, Mat. 22. 29, Y 

We believe and know, that this Gift and Grace of 
God appears in and unto all men, that all may be with- 
out excuſe, accuſmg tor the evil,and exc»ſmg for the good, 
according to Rom. 2.15, 16, ſhewing unto'man what z/ 
good; and reproving of him in his own Conſcience for 
theevil, whether oughts, words ordeeds ; and that 
this reproof of Inftruttron is the way of Life, Prov. 6. 
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3. 
We believe, that as the tru&God and Eternal Life 1s 
known only by the light of this Gift and Grace, accord- 
ing unto the Scriptures, from which Light and Spirit of 
God came the Scriptures, both of the 0/4 andNew Te- 
ftament, as it is written, 2 Pet. x, 21. fo can they only 
be read, as truly to be belreved, fulfilled and profited, in 
the Light and Power of the fame; and all that are out 
of this Spirit, ' maſt needs be zgnorant and unlearned in 
the Apoſile's ſenſe, who wreſt the Scriptures to therr own 
deſtrattron; as it is written : for Peter and Fobn were an- 
learned men outwardly, not knowing letters, but inward- 
ly read in the knowledge of this Light and Spirit of 
God, and -wrefted not the SCRIPTHKRES, Ads 
4. 13. 2 Pet. 3.16. : 
Webelieve, according to the Scriptures, 2 Cor. 4. 3. 
that oever the Power of God is not known with- 4 
in, there the Gofpel x brad and unknown ante them that | 
are loſt, in whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds 
of them that belteve not, leſt the Light of the glorious Goſpel 
of Chrift, who ts the [mage of Grd, Beold Fen nivs them, 
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and God ſhould heal them ; Lecanſs it is only by the 
Light of Chriſt, the Powey of God, that the Creature 
comes truly to ſee himſelt in his loſt and undone citate ; 
from which fight ariſeth the true ſence in the heart of 
the Creature, that makes him cry out of his wretched. 
neſs by reaſon of the body of /in and death, which ne- 
ceſſitates him to look out for a Saviour, whom God 
manifeſteth in and by the ſame Light, that ſhines in the 
heart, on purpoſe to grve the light of the knowledge of the 
Glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, God's Image, where- 
by God healeth the ſoul. And therefore doth the De- 
vil, the god of the world, ſtrive ſo much by the gifts of 
the pleaſures, profits, vanities, and lufts that are in the 
world, which he preſenteth to men and women now, 
as he did to Chriſt in the dayes of his fleſh, when he 
ſhewed to him all the world, with its plory ; which glo- 
ry" is, the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the pride 
- of life, what-ever may make this lite happy (as itwere ) 
in the things that may pride it, or lifr it up to /it as. Queen, 
And as men and women take and receive-:theſe gifts. 
from the god-of this world , their minds: are blinded, 
becauſe they believe not in the Light, which. ſheweth 
them the vanities of allthe gifts of the god of this world 3, 
- which gifts the Devil knows. ( it they bz received ) will 
ſo blizd the minds of them that receive them, that they 
will not come to be ſenſible in the true Light, of their 
loſt confltions, ſo as to cry unto: God from thedeep 
and true ſence 3 for then God, out of the depths of his 
Love and Mercy, could not but heal them : and there- 
fore, leſt the true Light ſhould ſhine 7nto them, to give. 
them the ſenfible knowledge of themſelves, and God. 
ſtould heal them, the Devil (as god of the world, by the 
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things of the world.) W557 to blind the mind (not 
the brain-kni6wledge, but the hearty feeling ſence with- 
in inthe mind) lelt the Zzght within ſhould fo ſhine, as 
God ſhould hea! them; and all the busſlings of Satan 
with _ are but to blind the mind within , leſt 
God ſhould heal the ſoul, that complains to him from 
the true fight and ſence of his miſery, as in him- 
ſelf. oe. | 

By this Grace and Gift within, we believe, that to us 
(thoughin the world there be Lords many, and Gods many ) 
there is but ONE GOD, the Father of our Lojd Teſus 
Chriſt, witnefled within-man only by the Spirit of Truth, 
that manifeſts both the Father and- the Son ; and yer 
theſe three. are one, and agree inJne ; and he tharho- 
nours the Father, honours the Son that proceeds from 
him-3 and he thar'denies the Spirit, denies both the 
Father and the Sott,' and' is Anti-Chrift 3 but. he that 
believes in the Spirit , and is led by it, is' the Son of 
| God, Rom. 8.14. As many as are the Sons of God, are led 

by the Spintt of God. ge 

We believe, the op m7 bear witneſsunto, and te- . 
ſrifie of Chriſt; but they fay the Witneſs of God is 
greater than them, zhe Sprrit it ſelf bearing witneſ with 
our ſpirits, that we are the Sons of God: for it is not the 
Scriptures without the Spirit, northe Spirit contrary to 
the Scriptures, ' but the Spirit's diſcovering the Will of 
God in the heart,or opening of the Scriptures in its own 
time and way, and not in or by the will ofman, but 
as it ſelf pleaſeth (who ſearcheth all things, even the 
deep things of God, and manifeſts them unto the ſoul) 
which' giveth the perfect ſound and ſaving knowledge : 
| toy-ſaid-Chriſt; -the Spirit ſaall take of - mine, and ſpew: . 
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them unto you, And as holy men gave forth the Scrip- 
tures, 2 Pet. 1. 21. ſo boly men, and mg only, come 
truly to underſtand them, and not proud or yngodly 
men ; becauſe their hearts and lives do zotran{wer the 
hearts and lives of thoſe that gave them forth, as face an- 
ſwereth face in a glaſs. And this we believe to be the 
reaſon, why ſo long preaching(by men of corre minds, 
who have and do handle the words deceitfully tor ſelfiſh - 
ends and filthy lucre ſake) hath brought forth ſo lictle 
fruit, and been to ſo little purpoſe, except to their purſes 
and bellies : for had they helzeved,and therefore 1, and 
toad in God's counſel, they ſhould have profited their ſs 
Jer. 2.3. 21, 22, 23. totheend, F: 
Through this Gift ge believe, that Chriſt Jeſas (the 
Sou of God ) was maniteft in the fleſh, in the fulneſs of 
time, Andthis we know by the ſame Spirit, by which 
our, Fathers believed he ſhould come 5 and Abyabam 
ſaw his day ;. by the ſame do webelieve he is come, and 
do- ſee his day 5 as alſo by the Prophets and Apoſtles 
Writings, which twofold cord ts not eaſily broken, 
We believg;allo, according to the tures of truth, 
chat this ſame Jeſus bath God bighty exa{ted, and given him 
a Nome abrue every Name, that whoſoever beheves in bim 
faall not periſh, but have Everlaſting Life 5 and that there 
i500t another Name whereby man can be fayed, than 
this Name of Jeſus Chriſt ; nor is Remiſſion of Sins to 
be Pregched by any orher Name. Butas we do not be- 
hieve that the outward letters & ſyllables are that Name, 
that are ts be bowed to by the outward knee, no more 
than the letters oz iytlables in the words, God, or Spirit, 
FKeipg the Se: pricg foich, Unto God, /who is a Spirit, 
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faves,” is the Power and of God, that brings Salvation 
from $in,. and makevevery ſoul that names it, to depart from 
Iniquity. © This is that Name which wagpreached;and which is 
preached through Faith, in'which Name remiſſion of fin is ob. 
tained': Therefore was the outward word Jeſus given him, a$ 
his outward name ; Thos ſhalt call bis name JESUS, for be 
ſhall ſave bis Peogle froms their Sint, Mark] for he fhall ſave, &c. 
So that which ſaves, - 18 the Name whickis to be believed in, 
which is that Arm of God that Salvation, when no eye pit- 
tier, 'netther- is there any to help; 'the Power of God that then 
ſaves,.is that Grace that comes from the fulneſs of Chriſt the 
Saviours. And without this vertuezChrift and Wir are btit emp- 
ty namer, 'x Cor. 12, 3, No man can ſay that Feſws is the Lord, 
bus by the holy Ghoſt, J > 

We believe alſo, that this Jefws died for, or becauſe of Sin, 
and roſe again forthe Juſtification of thoſe thar believe in him, 
as well as to manifeſt roll the world; that he was the $# of 
God, and that he thereby ſpoiled Principalities and* Powers, ind 
" triumphed over them openly, and led captivity captive in_his own 
ſon ; yet we believe and know, by his Grace in,gur heitts, 


that 4s his Fame Feſws, Withoup vertue and Power, is but.an * 


| empty word4 ſo*his Dying, without man's*Confofmiry to his 

Death, ot being planted into th&lſikeneſs therepf, or being cru- 
cifſed with Chrift (as ſaith #he'Scriprure, Rows.'b. 2,-3, 4, $, 6 
Gal:2. 20.) will not pfofit men, as unto the ſafvItish of his forth, 
nomore than the naming of his outward name [ Tiſh] do 
this diy make pzopte. to depart from igjquity.” For we be 
and arefure that man mlbdyerrwardly, as well as Chrift' 
outwardly ; and muſt beput deb it his fleſh, as Chrift 
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in his : for he that « 1# the fleſh, canner pldaſe Grd, *Rom.'$.'$. | 


ither ctaſe from-fin ; Bar be that 36 dead, is feed om ſin, Rom... 
6. 7, And'yer mans dying unto fin, and the roovand phnciple. 
of it infhimſelf, is ſo far from -makirs Void Chrit's Death" 
his own perſon, that eftabliſhetHif to” Aft thoſe ends and yury, 
poſes, for whixh it was ifitended of*rhe Father. As the cup 

which the Phyſician doth, manifeſt and eſtabliffhis skill. and; 
ability ; (6'dgth mans dying unto firf and felf, 2g lvingunte 
_ God, martifet and Mableffy che virtne and power” o Thril's 
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Death : for 2s man manifeſts his being tiſen with Chriſt, by his 
ſeeking the things that are above, Col. 3,-2, 2, ſo doth he mani- 
feſt his knowledge of the Death of Chriſt, by his being, crucified 
with Chriſt, and bearing about in his body the dyings of the Lord 
Jeſus ; for as it is not an outward belief, gathered from the let- 
ter, that will change the heart and life ( though tlie judgment 
and opinion it may.) ſo is it not a belief from the hiſtory, - or 
letter only, that can give man a ſaving knowledge of the Death 
of Chrilt ; but he muſt have thE ſame glory and power of the Fa- 
ther in meaſure, working in him there, to beget Faith in his 
heart, that he may believe unto Salvation from his own filthi- 
neſs and righteouineſs, as well as confeſs wich his mouth, Roms. 
10, and muſt have that Sparit in him qu«ckning his mortal body, 
as well as to believe that it was in Chriſt, and raiſed up him from 
the dead, Rom. 8. 1x, And this man, whoever he be, bond or 
free, that thus believes the Death of Chriſt, and its ſatisfa&ion 
to Gad, as well as its uſefulneſs to man, cannot make it void, 
nor divide it and its virtue upon the ſoul that thus khows it, bur 
will ſay, here is a dying man, watneſling the Death of Chriſt, 
and nevertheleſs the ſame man living with-Chrift, and con. 
cluding if” Chriſt bad. not died, man muſt have periſhed in his 
fin,; this being the, way found out by God «0. recover him, 
wheteby he knows Chiift and hum crecified, and what the prea- 
ching of the Croſs of Chriſt is, .which is foo/:bneſs to them that 
periſh, but to'them that are ſaved,. the Fiſdom of God, and the 
Power of God," 1 Cor. 1,18, *© © | 
"By this Gift of God in our hearts, - we furthet believe, | That 
Chriſt Jeſus roſe again from the dead, according unto the Scrip- 
tures, ard fits at God's right hand imarglorious body ; and we be- 
'Lieve that our low eftates and humbled bedies ſhall be made like 
#nto bys glorious Body, through the workiyg of his mighty Power, 
whereby he is able to ſubdue all things unto hinſelf ; and"that this 
morgality ſhall-put on «mmortality. For though we believe that 
Chriſt Jeſus hath lighted wvery man with his Light, whereby 
- may come to know himſelf loſt and undone, as before is 

: Yet therefore is'not every man ſayed,,though the Grace 
that appears to all men is ſ#ſſiciext in it ſelf ; but ſome have the 
Eract of God beſtowed. on them in, vaing wot {king 20 es 
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Ged 'in their knowledge, though ſomething within them ſhewes 
them what is good; but they rejet.the Counſel of God within, or 
againſt themſelves, to their own deſtruttion, Luk.7. 30. ( ſee the 
Margent) and yet it doth not follow that the Grace is inſuffi- 
cient of it ſelf, no more than it follows that Chriſt's Death is 
inſufficient, becauſe he taſted death for every man, and yet every 
man is not ſaved, Neither doth Regeneration, or the believing 
in the Light of Chriſt with;x,make void the Death and Sufferings 
of  Chrilt withons at Fernſalew, no more than believing the 
Scripture-teſtimony without concerning Chriſt's Death, makes 
void the work of Regeneration and Mortification within ; but 
as the,Apolile ſaith in another caſe, ſo ſay I in this, For «s the 
man it not without the woman, neither is the woneltn without the 
man inthe Lord ; even ſo is not the Death and Sufferings of Chriſt 
without at Jeruſalem, to be made void and of none effet by 
any thing within, neither doth the Light within make that of 
none efte&t without, but both in the Lord anſwers. bis, will ; 
for though there is and may -be a;knowledge and belief of 
what Chriſt did and ſuffered without the Gates, in bis own bb. 
dy, upon the Tree, and yet fin alive in the hearr,. and the, work 
of Regeneration not known; yet it cannot be ſo where the Light 
within is -believed on, and obeyed ſo ag, to have its perfe& 
work in the heart, to regenerate and.make all things new. and 
to-be of God; this man can never make yoid What Chriſt hath 
done and ſuffered Githout, - And yet this hew-dirth, or Chriſt 
formeg within and dwelling in the heart by Baith, doth;nor 
limit or confine Chriſt to be only within, and not without al- 
ſo; but both within and without, according to the good plea- 
&* of» the Father to reveal, and make him known ; for te fills 
things, and the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain bins, and 
yet = at God's right hand fat above all Heavens in a glo- 
110us$ body.” . f » | 
And we alſo believe the Reſurrefiion of the Fuſt and Unjuſt, the 
one to Salvation, and the.other to.C endemmation, according unto 
the Judgment of the great Day ; and then ſhall every Seed have - 
115-0wn body, eecorny to'1 Cor, 15. 36, 37, 38. which we ve- 
rily belieye : for if +be dead ariſe nat, we are of all men moſt miſc- 
rable; But becauſe we dare =P ſo foabſhly imquſruve,as to ſay, 
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With what bodies ſhall they ariſe ? therefore do ſome ſay,we deny 
both the Reſurre&ion. of the Body-of Chrift, and of all thar 
are or ſhall be dead: But: this alſo "1s falſe ; for every mas (hall 
be raiſed in his owe order ; but Chrift the firſt fraits, 1 Cor, 15. 
23. And we believe, they ſhall be raiſed with the ſame bodies, 
ſo far as a natural and ſpiritual, corruptible and incorruptible, 
terreſtrial and celeſtial can be the ſame, 

' We further believe, according unto the Scriptures, concern- 
ing Faith, that that Fach is only true, which ts God's gift, and 
hath Chrif Jeſus the Power of Ged for its author and objeR, 
and is diſtinguiſhed from the dead Faith by its fruits: for thought 
in deſcription and definition they may carry a reſemblance, yet 
in nature are as different as a living man is from a dead, which 


wants not form or hive, but life and power, So ſaith the Apo- + 


a 

ſtle Fames, As the body withont a ſpirit #s dead, ſo is Faith mth 
oxt Works ,, even ſo is that Faith which Rands in the wiſdom of 
words,. and not in the Power of God : by the one,man is kept 
in captivity to the world and the things of it, bnt by the other 
h# hath »:Roryover the world, x Joh. y. 4. and the Seal and Wrr- 
neſs thereof in his own heart, whereby it is paxified, and God is 
ſeen ; for the pare in heart ſee God, Mat.y. 8: This Faith differs 
. men now, and their Worſhips, as it did Cain and Abe”, for, by 
Fauth Abel offered. a more excellent Sacrifice than Cain, Heb. 11. 
By this living Faith, Abel ſaw beyond the $zerifice unto Chrift 
the firſt-born of God, beyond the firſiling of The flock., which he 
offered, and therefore God had reſpe&t unto Abtt and his Of 
fering z but God rejeted Carnand his Offering, though he had 
Faick yo believer ro be his duty, yet ticking itr the Form, and 
not Ho on the wing of Faich' uwto Chrift the Ore Offer 

he miffed the mark, avall have done ever ſince that have. 
in-Cain's way of worſhipping, as well as killing men about Wor- 
ſhip. Biie we belicye that Faith tobe onely trueSndfaving, 
that flyes over ſelf-righreouſneſs, as well as frlchineſs, unto the 
Fountain of Life in Chrift 5 which Fairtr hath nothing of man 
in it, - but 19 4s the breath of Life by which the Sout lives ; not 1 
bare-afſent to the truth of a propoficion in the natural under- 
Randing, but the Soul'gggJeaving unto God, out of a natural- 
neſs between Chriſt anche Soul ; and' fo-lives rather by reke- 
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tion, than bare credit or deſperte adveſiture 4nd hazard; nor 
looking at 1ts doing to commend ir, butt God's love and bounty 
in Chriſt the Light, to receive it; and yer Holineſs is its de- 
light, "A he can no more livE ont of If} than the fiſh upon the 
dry land. | 

We believe that this Faith keeps the mind pure and the heart 
clean, through Tale Ch of the heart, from an evil conſcjexte, 
' by the Blood of Fefws, which remits the Sin and jultifies the 
Soul, through the vertue of this Blood received into the heart 
by this living Faith, which receives all irs power and vertue 
from Chriſt, 1n whom it abides as its root and objet, whereby 
Tuſtification-1s witneſfed from Sin, not in Sin, Rom. 6, 22., But 
vow being made free from S1h, and become ſervants unts God, you 
have your fruits unto Holineſs, and the end Everlaſting Liſe. 

We believe that Juſtification and Sarttification ate diſfingniſhed, 
but not divided : for as he that ſfanRifieth and jufttfieth 1Fone, 
ſo do-theſe go together z and when the Soul hath the greateſt 
ſence of Juftification upon'it, through the vertue of the Blood 
of Jeſus by the living Faith, then is 1t moſt in love with Holi- 
neſs, and atthe greareft diſtance from Sin andEvil ; and when- 
ever there is a failing in SanAihcation,there 18 alſo ſome eclipſe 
od pay ew in the eye of the Soul, anmtil Faith hath recover- 
ed irs trength again, which it loft by Sin's prevaling. For, as 
the furrheft and cleareſt fight is ih thebngincF Gay ; ſo is it 
with the Soul, whet it is moften the bfightnefs and beanty of 
' Holineſs, its JuſtifiBation appears ntoſt glotious;, and its Union 
and Communion moft ſweet and lifting'; *ind ſo, like two 
twins, as they are mneh' of an age, ſq they are like one to the 
yer and what God bath joyned rogether, let no man put af- 
under, "= Wi | | | 

We alfo by this Light believe, that acceptance wich the Fa- 
ther is only Chriſt ; and by bw Righteouſneſs made owys, br 
imputed unfo ms : not by rhe creaturely skil, bat by the applt- 
catory a& of God'sgift of Grace, whereby the ſoul feels the 
difference between felf-applying by its own Faith, and God a 
plying by kis Spirit, and ſo making Chriſt unto the Soul, wiſ- 
dom, Righteonſneſt, Saiiftification, and; Redeniſition : So that we 
believe and are ture, thar there is a greet difference WP 

| | mpu- 
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Imputation, a8 it is the at of man's ſpirit, and-as it is the a& 
of free Grace, Without man's forcing. And ſo we diſtinguiſh 
between Imagination and Imputation, berween reckoning or 
impacting that is real, and reckofting or imputation that is not 
real, bur a fition and imagination in the creaturely will and 
power. And becauſe we-are againſt the latter, we are cla- 
moured upon, as if we denied the Imputation of Chriſt's Righ. 
reouſneſs ; when it is only unto theſe, that are not made righ- 
teous by it, to walk as he alſo walkgd : For,as the Scripture faith, 
Is it not he that ſaith he is righteous by the imputation of 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, but he that doth Righteouſneſs is righteas, 
as Chriſt is righteous, 1 oh, 3. 7, he that believes otherwiſe is 
deceived. And yet it 1s not Acts of Rigpreculyeld, as, done by 
us, nor as inherent in us, as a&ts, by which we are accepted of 
God, and juſtified before. him ; bur by Chriſt the Author and 
Worker of thoſe as in us and for us ; whereby we know that 
we are in him, and he zjnus, and we hold him as our Head, into 
whom all things are gathered together in one, even in him. 

We further believe, that God is only to be worſhipped, and 
not any likeneſs that man makes unto himſelf of God, from any 


view, hight or knowledge tharhe hath had of hjm; but in eve- 
ry a& and (rvice, man is to know what ſubſtantially,as well as 
whom 42h ely or notionally he worſhippeth, as it'is writ- 


Te worſhip ye know wot what :: we know what we 
worſhip ; for ion * of the Jews, And he that thus wor- 
ſhips che Father, honours the'Son by the (ime Spirit, which is 
one With the Fathet and the Son ; in which Spirit only God is 
worſhipped,according zo-the form of its own choofing and ma- 
—_—_ of it ſelf in andy, according unto the good pleaſure 

the Father, who isa $pitit, and limits man unco the Spirit's 
form; bur allows not man to: limit the Spirit unto his form, 
though ir be not-of his —_— originally, but ofthe Father ; 
yet man muſt no mere limit unto it, than he could com- 
mand God to appear in it at firft : For as he choſe it himſelf, ſo 
he hath reſerved liberty to leave it at his pleaſure, who works al 
things after the counſel of hisown Will, which he hath ed in 
bieſof, that the-gift of the knowledge. of the 'Myſtery of hs 
*;ll, tight forever be acknowledged to be of his Grace, _ 
| I 
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from the Riches of the: Glory thereof, .according to Epheſ, x. 
and man be bound, but God free z man-bound to wait in-the 
Light for God's Movings, but God free to move in whom, to 
what, and when he pleaſeth : then man is to go when he ſaith 
go, and come when, he ſaith come ; and ſuch Servants do ſerve 
bin; and then there is ns more curſe, as in the dayes of- wi#- 
worſhip and voluntary humility, but the Throne of God and of the 
,Col.2, 18, 23. Rev.22, 3, 4. and they ball ſee bis Face, 
and his Name ſhall be on their forebeads. | 
We believe alſo, that this Worſhipis ſpiritual ( and not car- 
nal) in all its Parts and Ordinances, and not.4o be impoſed 
by any outward force, but performed by the inward leadings of 
od's Spirit, according as the holy men of .God were led and 
ovided 1n the dayes paſt, who gave forth the Scriptures ; all im- 
pefitions of Worſhip outward, being only enjoyned ugder the 
firſt Covenam, that made nothing perfeR, until the trone of Re- 
formation, ſpoken: of, Heb,g.10, But Chiift being come, there 
is an end as well of ſuch Impofitions, as of-the Meats and 
Drinks, and divers Baptiſms and carnal Ordinexces, thayydcins | 
all but temporary, and in order unto anend; but all t9Tail to 
Chriſt, the ſum and ſubſtance of all, [the fr] pointe at by all, 
and | the laf ] ending of all, the Ames. Aadhezhat thus wor- 
ſhips God in Chrilt, his Ordinances are ſpirituakand not car- 
nal, and his Faith carties- him, beyond his. Works, with r:gh- 
teows eAbel, and preſerves him that-he is noE drowned in che 
form, like Ca;»; peither falls he (hoxt of the Glory .of, God, 
nor of his aſſurance of Acceptance With him, 4 
We believe there is one Bapciſth neceflary unto Salvationg 


Fpheſ. 4. 5. One Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm. And this Bap- 


tiſm is Spiritual, of Which Jobs's Water was but a figure, Joh. 
1.31, That he ſhould be made maniſeſtyto Iſract, therifore am 1 
come, baptizing. with Water, ſaith-Jobn : and 1 Pet.3. 26. The 
likg figure whereunto, even Baptiſm, doth alſo now ſave us ; tot the 
putting away of the filth of the fleſh, but thanſwer of @ good Conſci- 
enve ES God, by the Reſwrreftion of Jeſus Chrift. This one 
ſpiritual Baptiſm into the Name of Jeſus Chiiſt, is that which 
ſaves ; the Water being but a figure,thag Chriſt might be mg- 
nifeſt to /ſreel, who hag divers Baptiſtns antpoſed on them, 
un 
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 wndidihd tine of Reformation ; bir' Chriſt che Subſtdrice ht 
come; the Shadows fly away. And yet where ever atly ate com- 
manded now by the ſame Spirit that commanded the Bzhevyers 
to be Baptized in the days paſt, eirher for the furtherance of the 
Golſpe), ar tryal of their Faith,we judge them not. Biit.this obe- . 
dience js very rare to be found, and-we could heartily defire, 
that all would confider ſeriouſly, whether Literal ſayingsob- 
ſerved onely.by outward reading, hearing by the ear, or inward 
impulſes upon the heart by the Divine power, are the motives 
unto obediences in this kind. And if honeſty and uprightneſs of 
heart may be heard, we believe.and know, the many dead ſouls 
every where, tjotwithſtanding their Baptiſms, will be ag ſo-ma- 
ny witneſſes againſt them, by their groveling uno e's yas 
ſo many flain.and &:#:4 men by the Letter, while the Spiric's 
quickenings have not been known1n the trueBaptiſm into death, 
For:we find by daily experiences,thar moſt men and-women live 
like Pharaoh's lean k;ne, onely to eat up thefat,and to envy thoſe 
that are not ſo lean-foul'd as themſelves. | x 

We believe alſo, . that as there is -one true ſaving Bzptifm, {0 

TY there ape. Bread or' Body of Chrift, which -all the Saints do 
feed gp0n'; and though they: be many ag ro perſong, yet their 
Bread is but one, and they alt in it bit one Bread. - And this wo 
believe is the fleſh char came down from heaven, Joh, 6. 53. 
Thongh the Sutward Jews-now, "as then , Wmwrmur at him 
becauſe be ſaidj” 1 am the Bread which came down from heaven, - 
ver\,-4x, 42> But Chrift, ( verſc 45.) ro toptheirmurmut. 
ing them, that the knowledge of this myſtery was only re- 
vealed unto theta wham God (and not man”) reacheth; and no 
motg than are taught of God, Can ſet ſeal anfl ſubſcribe unto this 
ein Teſws : though we believe alſo, that Jeſus did take out-. 

» ward Brezd and brake irFand gave ir to the” Diſciples, as the . 
Seripeufe ſaith ; and tMis was a figure of his Body (that was to bz 
pierced andbroken vpon the”Tree) and a ſhery, ts ſhew forth his 
death until he came. And-we believe he did ariſe againgand ap- 

ar unto his Diſciples ; And all that believed were together and 
Fad ll thin 85 Common, 8c. Ant they continiiin : daily with one ac- 


cord inthe 1.empleg tea rig bread ons houſe to houſe, did eat their 
meat with plate gplenefs es od, ard baving.- 
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faveny with all the Prople, © AO, 2: 44; "$55 46. 47. And 
we. believe that the Apoftle in 'z Cor," rx; '20, faith* true, 
where he ſaith , #hen 3e come together therefore in- ont"place, 
this is not to eat the Lord's Supper, And alt that he ſpeaks in thar 
Chapter, is not to perpetuate that outward: breaking of Bread, 
otherwiſe than as the Believers did, that wete filed withthe Holy 
. Ghoſtin fingleneſs of Heart, as before is ſaid ;. arid yer we judge 
not thoſe who break outward Bread and dtink outward Wine, 
being commanded ſo todo; and put in remembrance thereby of 
the body and blood of Jeſus Chriſt, _ remembrancer , the 
ſpirit of truth, "which is appointed by the Father'to lead into all 
truth, But to go it by imiration, or tradition only, ( as meſt do 
it, if not all at this day) we know it is notan offering unto God 
in _—_ —_ = ge _ — be the communion 
the body and bloo rift; and yet; the eating of the fleſh , 
A drinking of the blood of Chriſt, we believe man _ Land x. 
witneſle, or he hath =o life in him, Job, 6. 53, 54, 55. Andwe 
believe that many are Rtziving now in their Spirits as the Jews ® 
did, -wverſ.-52. ſaying, how can rhis man give us hs fleſhto eat ? 
And not onely the Tow but many of- his diſciples ſaid, Th is 
an bard [aying, who cax bear it ? verſ, 60, and at verſ, 63. he 
tells them, /r « the Spirit that quitkens, the fleſhprofiteth nothing ; 
the words that I ſpeak, wnto you, they are Spirit, and they are Life ; 
and he that hears and-underitands theſe words, *that are Sprric 
and Life, will not be offended at what I have ſpoken of the fleſh 
and. blood of Chriſt. : | | 
By the {ame Spirit 'and Grace we believe, that Prayer is an- 
Ordinance: of God when performed by his Spirit; inits words 
( and not thoſe which man's wiſdons teacherh* ) or without words, 
by ſighs and groans which cannot be uttered, and theſeſo often as! 
the {pirit ir telf pleaſeth. Bur the Form without the Spirit, whe- 
ther it be by words of other mens framing, or words 'of a man's' 
own ſpirit, according to his will, time and-manner,- this. is no&: 
the. Prayer that prevails with 'God., Andi we - believe' there 
is none:'fo weak and infirm, but this 'Spicir rs ns help! 
at fome time or' other, though man regardeth\1t, not. And the | 
more,man's mind is gathered within fronrall viſibles;+ the more : 
he comes to be ſenhible of ihe movings cad Bitelngs of thigSpi- 
rit, 
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Sitz ines fegret qryes to-Cog,) aniwerible to the wants of that 
man or Woman,in Whom it moyes and cryes. And by due'watch- 
ing thereugts, We believe and. know, the Spiri of Po and of 
adoption, that cries nyo Gd, comes to be diſcerned and diſtin- 
Svithed fxom a man's own ſpirit and will; | 
\. Wehdlieve by the fame gift of Grace, that there are ſeveral 
Miniſtry 1027, avd ſeveral Operations, accotding to. 1 Cor. 12, and 
all by the ſame Spirit, as before the Law; and after the Law, by 
e Moſes, and after by Job» the Baptiſt, and Chrift, and his Apo- 
Gtles ; and-in all-theſe, the Mimiſtration had acceptance with 
God through. the management of the Spirit, andits rezeRion and 
diſlike of-Gog. for the want thereof. And by this Spirit were the 
Scriptures given forth, and did the holy men of God Speak, Pro= 
phecy, Preach and Pray as they were moved ; and for want of it, 
the. Letter did, ane doth kill. And for the further appearance and 
Pouring gut of this Spirit, anſwerable unto the work and ſervice 
that God had for:them todo, they were to wait, as Chriſt com 
*manded his Diſciplesits do at Feruſalem, to receive the Promuſe 
of the Father : Fox, by this Spirit he- that ſpeaks, ſpeaks as the 
Oracle of Ged, And therefore, as it was the praQtice of the Peo= 
ple of God in old time, to wait for the moving and ſtirring of 
this Spirit, that they might ſpeak, 4s it gave thews utterance, in the 
evidence and demanſtratiou thereof 5 ſo do this People ( called 
Quakers) now ; and according to its moving Nor; or hearts, 
they miniſter, according to the henification of the Spirit, where- 
by they underftand, both what and when to ſpeak, and when to 
befilent ; as alſo, who they are that miniſter and ſpeak in their 
ora wills, «beve.the Creſs of Chriſt,, which the Apoſtle was care- 
ful always to bein ſubjetion to, left he ſhould make-it void, by 
ſpeaking the words mbich man's wiſdons reacheth., and therefore as 
Saints did, ſo we do helieve, and therefore we ſpeak : and ſuch 
Preaching and: Speaking in faith, as well as Praying. in faith, 
igacceptable unto God as his Worſhip, and not otherwiſe. 

- And we further believe by. the ſame ſpiric,-That theſum of all 
REES according to'truth, and the fignification of the word 
[Rehgion,] is, Aer not at liberty in his will, but bound again un- 

to God by bis Trane! we ta hins, by the light of Chriſt within, the 


trac fight and kpowledge of himſelf as in himſelf, as loſt and — 
| | ; af 
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for ever,and from this ſight « true ſence to ariſe wpon and fimmun with 
him; from whence ſpring unutterable groans and crys unts God, 
under the weight of the burden and wretchedneſs, by reaſon of 
the body of fin and death ; and then when there was none to help 
or pitty in this ate, then is Mercy ſhewed in Chriſt the Arm of 
God, which is revealed as an help, neither ſeen, nor known, 
where, how or when to come at it, or meet with it : And this 
begets in the heart of that man and woman, in, and unto whom 
it 1s thus revealed, thanks and praiſes unto God, for this gift and 
revelation of his Son, in this neecful time, whom the ſoul tees to 

be the gift of eternal Love, | 
And we believe and know, upon this /ave and faithſulneſs of 
Gag, is founded, built and eſtabliſhed the everlaſting Covenant 
( whereby not onely all men may be ſaved, for 5p. one but 
ſame ſhall be ſaved becauſe of its prevalency ) which u not 
like to the Covenant which he made with our Fathers, And although 
all mankind is not ſaved, yet it is not becauſe either of ;»fuffi- 
ciency in this Covenant, or becauſe of the weakneſs of the 
grace that appeares in and unto all men; but becauſe of man's 
will, loving death and chooſing his own delufiens, whereby hs de. 
ſtruttion ts of himſelf , and God cleay of his blood in the free ten. 
der of his grace, gift and firiving of his Spirit within bim. For 
we know afſuredly, according to the Scriptures of Truth,and ex- 
perience of all ſouls that ever were truly converted to God, that 
though by Grace man is ſaved, not of himſelf, but by tþe free gift, 
yet as the old world did, and thoſe rebellious Jews ſpoken of 
Atts 7 -who, as did their Fathers, ſo did they , alwayes reþ6/t the 
hely Ghoſt, ſo do men now. And yet in the render of this grace 
and ftriving of his Spirit, the Lord is a God ſo hiding himſelf in 
the management of this ſtriving and miniſtration of his (pirit, as 
if it wholly depended upon man's choice and conſenting, that 
man's will, as to him, 1s (as it were) freein rejefting or ac- 
cepting, Life and death being ſet before him ; whereby in the wiſ- 
dom of God, the propenſity of his Nature, as it came out of the 
hands of his Maker, hath an advantage by this dealing of God, 
to put forth it ſelf; ſo that man is as fre@in the choice,as he is in 
the refuſal of the tender of mercy and help, and that with an 
equal indifferency, as it appears to him in this ſtate 5 notwith« 
SS 1 ſtanding 
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ftanding-afterwards, in- the further growth in this grace, and 
knowledge of Chrift, he ſees clearly and convincingly, that the 
Grace {that wrougat hiddenly from his (ſight and knowledge in 
the ftſt working, tender;and miniſtration of God towards him) 
eaitied his conſent through its own prevalency in the Love of 
God; by which fight and ſence ſelf comes to be abhorred, and the 
free Love ſo admired, that he knows from firſt to laft, all was of 
Grace,and that free ;. that ſelf is not able to challenge any thing 
as due from what it had done, but all of gift, and yet as before, 
with ſuch an equal indifferency on m1n's account ; ſo that God 
may and will appear to be juſt, boch in condemning and ſaving, 
and the Juſtifier freely of all that believe in Feſns, the Light of \ 
World. . 

Therefore,let all take heed, how they diſlike this Miniſtration 
of God, and friving of hys Spirit in their hearts and conſciences, 
under colour and pretence of its inſufficiency, and therfore they 
will not come to him, becauſe his drawings and ſtrivings are not 
ſo ftrong as they would have them to be; looking for ſuch an o- 
verpowering and irrefiftiblneſs, as they are not able to withſtand 
and gainfay;left ſuch periſh through a wilful negle&, & for want 
of ſtretching out their hand,when the Lord holds out his; and ſo 
they periſh in the ditch,with a vain expeRation of further powSr 
or cry in their mouths, Lord have mercy on #s: and ſo with the 
fluggard, while they cry, yet 4 little more ſlumber and folding f the 
hands to Jeep, their Garden 5 _— with weeds, and vheir backs 
clothed with rags, and they beg in harveſt; whilſt others that have 
ſown in tears, not fainting, do in due t1952 reap 1# joy, and not de- 
ſpifing the crums that fell from the table, nor th day of ſmall 
things, witneſs the preſence of their Beloved, come down znto his 
Garden, and walking amomg the Lillies, 

Let theſe things b2 truly conſidered, pondred and weighed in 
the true ballance of Light and Righteouſneſs, leſt any ſoul periſh 
through the falſe weight and -oire wi ; fo ſhall my ſoul rejoyce 
that any have eſcaped the Net of the Fowler, through the diſco- 
very of the tr#e Light , and God have all the glory, unto whom 
alone it b2longs, and mam aſhamed, confounded, bis mouth ſtopped, 
and he laid in the duſt for ever ; and then ſhall my end be an- 
ſwered in wiitiog theſe things. \ 

THE END, 
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Concerning Perſwaſions in Matters of Religion. 


Here is the Natural man and the Spiritual man, 
and there are the Perſwalions of each in and 
about matters of Religion. There: is the Per- 
{walion of Reaſon, and the Perſwafion of Faith, 
_ The Perlwaſion of Reaſon is that belief which man 
receives into his mind or heart from the exerciſe of the 
Reaſoning Faculty : and this Perſwafion in Matters of 
Religion is but Man's Opihion or Judgement, which 
how certain or infallible ſoever it appear to him,yet may 
be ſhaken by ademon(tration or evidence of an higher 
kind and nature, Sr 
The Perſwaſfion of Fazth is that Belief, which. the - 
New-Creature receives into the renewed mind, from 
ge Evidence and Demonſtration of the Spirit, which 


" opength and manifeſteth the things of the Spirit, unto 


that mind which is begotten and renewed by it. And 


- this Perſwafion is certain and infallible, however it may 


be ſtruck at and battered, by the reaſonings of the wile. 
earthly part, even it that very man, whoſe heart is thus 
perſwaded, by the Light of the Spirit of God, conceru- 
ivg the things of God's Kingdom. 

Now the loweſt Perſwaſion-of Faith is higher. and of 
a more noble nature than the higheſt Perſwaltqn'of Res- 
ſon: becauſe Faith is of an higher Principle, and of a. 
deeper nature and ground, than Man's Reaſon is, But, 
this (becauſe it appears not in Man's ſphear, .but rather 
out of it, and is contrary to the line and reach of his 
wiſdom) is accounted by him fooliſhneſs and _— : 


Thus 
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"Thus is the Wiſdom of God as the Children thereof) 
judged and condemned by Man in his day. 

Knd how can it be otherwiſe > How can the wiſdom 
of Man but judge that as fooliſhneſs, whoſe beauty and 
excellency 1s hid from its eye ? But this is, becauſe the 
wiſdom of Man is out of its place, not ſubjeted to the 
Wiſdom of God, but exalted above it ; therefore ( as a 
curſe unto it) is it ſuffered to lift up it ſelf in its con- 
ceitedneſs againſt, and fo to perſecute the pure Wiſdom 
of God and the births thereot, rhat it might fall, and be 
broken, and ſnared, and taken, and its day deſervedly 
come to an end, and be ſhut up in the ſhadows and 
chambers of eternal darkneſs. 

Butwhat ear of Man can hear this ! Surely none that 
15 whole in the line of Man's wiſdom, reaſon and under- 
ſtanding but that alone which is bruifed, broken and 
in ſome meaſure daſhed to pieces, by the inroads of a 


diviner Life and Nature. This, in the leadings of that 
Life which hath broken it, and in the ſhinings of th# 
Light Eternal upon it and into it,may be enabled tFtake 
up the Croſs to the natural part, and to die thatDeath 
with Chrift, which preſerves from the ſecond Death, 


with the miſery thereof, 
Happy is he, who knows and hearkens to the Per- 
fwafions of God's Spirit, who is born of God, and taught 
to wait upon him and worſhip him in Spirit, who receives 
his Religion from the Light of Faith, into the renewed 
Nature and Mind, and not from the Reaſon of Man into 
the natural underſtanding, which is eafily corrupted and 
cannot be kept pure, butalone by the indwelling of the 
Principle of *Eternal Life in it. W | 
* Forthough ſach may fuffer very deeply in this warp . 
» wt . : 8 rom 
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from the men of this world (as A Subjects and Servants 
to the Principle of Lite have done in all Ages aud Gene- 
rations) yet their Principle will bear them out, in which 
God will appear to ſtrengthen and refreſh their ſpirits, 
and carry them up above all their Sufferings in the Pati- 
ence, Meekneſs, and Faith of the Lamb, And keepin 
to their Principle, they cannot be overcome, but = 
either live or die Conquerors, according to the Will and 

ood Pleaſure of Him who ordereth and diſpoſeth of all 
things well, and bringeth good out ofevery evil, in de- 
ſ] >ight of all the powers of darkneſs. And he that oyer- 
cometh (whether by life or death) in the Lamb's Spirit, 
ſhall wear the Lamb's Crown, and fit down in that per- 
te Reft in the Kingdom of the Father, which will give 
the hearts of all his Children full Satisfaction, In which 
aſſured hope (Life ſtirring in our boſoms, and quickning 
our hearts with Love unto our God, and Zeal for his 
Truth) we can freely give up all that is near and dear un- 
to us in this world, and lay down our heads in inward 
Peace, inthe midftof the greateſt outward Perſecution 
and Trouble: Even ſo, O Lord, thy Will be done concern= 
ing this Generation of thy People,'whom thou hall begopzen to 
thy felf, and brought forth by thy mighty Power, to teſtifie to 
thy Truth in this preſent day. Diſpoſe of them as it pleaſeth 
Thee, and let not their Faith in Thee, nor thy Faithfulneſs 
to Them fail, but let them be a Praiſe to thy Name through- 
out all Generations, andtendred by Thee as the Firſt-frutts 
of thine Appearance, tm the glorious Fi. 5 of the everlaſting 
Day, after this great, long, thick and dark might of Apoſtacy 
from the Life and Spirit of the Apoſtles, which hath ſo long 
eclipſed and covered the brightneſs of thy Beauty from the 


ht of the Earth. 
a | a Ifaac.Penington, 
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